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Adventist Institute in Advanced Studies

CHMN/MSSN 665 Urban Pastoral Ministry/Urban Mission
3 Semester Credits
July 22 to August 6 • AIIAS Philippines

Instructor:  James H. Park, Ph.D.



Home Phone:  63-46-414-4412

E-mail: jimpark@aiias.edu




Office Phone:  63-46-414-4339

Address:  AIIAS  •   Lalaan 1   •   P.O. Box 038  •  Silang, Cavite, 4118  •  Philippines

Course Description:  This course focuses on the study of the city as the major center of mission and ministry in the twenty-first century.  It examines the process of secularization, the complex human interaction in the city and the how the pastor and his church can minister in the urban environment.  Special emphasis will be given to a balanced evangelistic program that will lead to lifelong disciples and church planting.

Contribution to the Fulfillment of the AIIAS Mission Statement:  This course will fulfill the AIIAS mission statement by providing both a theological and practical framework for the pastors who participate at the distance learning center to fulfill the Great Commission.  It will provide key insights in how to give spirit-filled and competent leadership in meeting the needs of church members and reaching out to the population centers of Asia.

Contribution to the Attainment of AIIAS Goals:  This course will contribute to the attainment of AIIAS goals by offering both an academic and a practical study of urban mission for pastors.  It will seek to blend spiritual formation with the using of practical tools for urban pastoral ministry.  It will seek to provide a high quality educational experience in the context of the city, with practical exercises that will enhance both the spiritual life and pastoral leadership.

Perspective and Goals of the Course:  The title of a foundational book on urban pastoral ministry says it all:  Cities: Missions’ New Frontier.
 With thousands upon thousands of people flooding into the cities everyday, the church is increasingly finding that in order to fulfill the gospel commission to make disciples of the nations it must follow the nations to the cities.  The course will seek to teach the following goals to all the learners by helping them to:

1) Understand the dynamic growth of the modern city in Asia.

2) Uncover what the Bible says about the city from Genesis to Revelation.

3) Develop an appreciation for the sociological complexity of the cities of Asia.

4) Understand the role of demographic and sociological information to ministry.

5) Appreciate how the SDA church can survive and prosper in an Asian urban setting.

6) Seek to apply the theology of Sabbath and Prophecy to the urban setting.

7) Gain an appreciation of the role of the Holy Spirit in urban pastoral ministry.

Methodology:  The class is initially scheduled to meet every weekday morning from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm from July 21 to August 6 in order to fulfill the 48 hours of classroom instruction time for three semester hours.  Beyond this, the student should spend at least two additional hours per contact hour in research, reading and reflection.  The teaching strategies will include class lectures group activities, individual research and group presentations.

Course Requirements:

A)  Class Attendance

Campus policy on attendance will be applied.  The students are expected to attend all the lectures and classroom activities.  (This is especially critical in an intensive course of a short duration).  Emergencies may occur and absences will be accepted up to 15% of the contact hours for a given course (AIIAS Bulletin, p. 27).  

The course will meet on the following times and days: 

(See page 4 for details)
Wednesday, July 21: 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Thursday, July 22: 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Friday, July 23:  


9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Monday, July 26:  


8:00 am to 11:00 am—Chapel

Tuesday, July 27:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Wednesday, July 28:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Thursday, July 29:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Friday, July 30:  


8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Monday, August 2:  

8:00 am to 11:00 am—Chapel

Tuesday, August 3:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Wednesday, August 4:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Thursday, August 5:  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm—Final Presentation

Friday, August 6:  


8:00 am to 12:00 pm—Final Presentation

Beyond this, the student should spend at least four additional hours per contact hour in research, reading and reflection.  The teaching strategies will include class lectures and group activities.

B)  Reading, Writing Assignments, and Final Presentation

There will be a reading report done for the class, one from the required leading binder found on the reserve shelf and the other from the bibliography listed with this course outline.  The form for this report can be found at the end of this course outline.

1. Required Reading—300 pages and a signed reading report: 

    (See page 5 for details)
The required reading can be found on the reserved shelf.  Carefully read the pages and give the date when each of the books was completed.  Report will be due August 1.

2. Additional Reading—400 pages and a signed reading report: 

     (See pages 6-8 for details)
You can choose to read any pages from the annotated bibliography listed at the end of this course description which can be found on the reserve shelf. Carefully read the pages and give how many pages were read, the date when each of the books was completed.

Report will be due September 1.

3. Web Interaction: (See page 9 for details)
Each day of the class the students will be expected to logon to the internet and participate in a discussion forum.  Procedures for logging in and the questions are listed on page 9. 

4. Final Presentation

Students will divide into groups of three in order to present the profile, context and strategy for an SDA church in an urban context.  Each student will be given about 10 minutes to go over the following:

1) Choose one SDA church in an urban setting and give its profile, the size, how long has it been there, who attends church, other SDA churches in the area, etc.

2) Then talk about the context of the church, where it is in the city, who lives there, what do they do and what interaction the church has with the community etc.

3) Finally, present what strategies for urban ministry would work with in that context, who are you going to target and how are you going to make a difference in the community.

5. Writing Assignment: (See pages 10-11 for How to Write and an Example)
Students will write a paper on urban mission which will be due by October 1, 2004.  The length of paper will be determined by the degree program:







               Master’s Level: 
20 pages







               
D.Min. Level: 

   25 pages


                 Ph.D. Level:

     30 pages

C) Breakdown of Grading: (See page 12 for details)
Reading Report
100 points

Daily Web Interaction
100 points

Final Presentation
100 points

Researched paper on urban pastoral ministry
700 points

W) The Final Grade

The following will serve as a general guideline in determining the final grades.  The percentages may be altered slightly to accommodate the overall class level.
	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	A
	93-100
	B+
	87-89
	C+
	77-79

	A-
	90-92
	B
	83-86
	C
	73-76

	
	
	B-
	80-82
	C-
	70-72


W) Ethics

All quotations taken from an author needs to be properly noted.  Even when paraphrasing an author’s thoughts and putting them in your own words, it is always best to let the teacher know just where you are getting the source of your remarks.  When in doubt, give the note.  Plagiarism, or the taking of a writing or idea that belongs to another without proper credit is intellectually and dishonest and can lead to academic investigation and consequences.  Finally, when mentioning an author in any way, make sure the position presented in the text is an honest and complete formulation of his thought.    

Urban Pastoral Ministry

Course Outline

	Day
	
	Topic
	Overview

	W-07-21
	1
	Introduction to Mission in the City
	This first lesson introduces the course, gives an overview of the dramatic growth of the modern city and explores what the Bible says about the city, especially Babylon and Jerusalem.

	Th-07-22
	2
	Can Anything Good Come out of the City?
	This second presentation focuses on the historical tension between urban and country living and how the city creates pluralism.

	F-07-23
	3
	Urban Disciples
	This lesson focuses on the spiritual disciplines as outlined by Psalm 1 and how they can directly be applied to city life.

	M-07-26
	4
	Growing Spirituality in the City
	This section looks at the Biblical and non-Biblical models of spirituality along with 10 specific areas a pastor needs to safeguard in order to protect his spiritual life.

	T-07-27
	5
	Growing Community in the City
	Cities tend to isolate people. Although in the rural areas people tend to be group oriented, the city tends to turn people into individuals. Small groups can help nurture this important process.

	W-07-28
	6
	Growing Leadership in the City
	This presentation looks at the important role of leadership in the city and the importance and specific principles which relate to mentoring.

	Th-07-29
	7
	Fulfilling the Great Commission in the City
	The Great Commission of Matthew 28 has long been recognized as the Risen Lord’s missionary mandate to go and make disciples of all nations.

	F-07-30
	8
	Breaking Down Barriers in the City
	This lesson will focus on how the Spirit worked in the New Testament in order to to bring Jew and Gentile believers together in one community under Jesus.

	M-08-02
	9
	Planting Churches in the City
	This lesson looks at the specific steps to planting churches in the city. The importance of evaluating the financial, political, demographic and spiritual issues are dealt with. 

	T-08-03
	10
	Case Studies in City Mission
	This section will look at real-life models of city mission and what we can learn from them. SDA churches in Bangkok, Los Angeles and Jakarta will be presented.  

	W-08-04
	11
	Presentations on City Churches
	

	Th-08-05
	12
	Presentations on City Churches
	


Required Reading List

Name:


1. Conn, Harvie, ed. Planting and Growing Urban Churches. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 
Date Completed:_____________________
Ralph Neighbour, “How to Create an Urban Strategy.” 
Pages, 111-124

2. Dybdahl, Jon, ed. Adventist Mission in the 21st Century.  Washington D.C.: Review and Herald, 1999.
Date Completed:_____________________
Bruce Moyer, “God So Loves the City!
pages, 206-212

3. Elliston, Edgar J. and Timothy Kauffman. Developing Leaders for Urban Ministries.  New York, NY: Peter Lang, 1993.
Date Completed:_____________________
Introductory Chapter
pages, 1-23

4. Greenway, Roger S. and Timothy M. Monsma.  Cities Missions’ New Frontier. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1989.
Date Completed:_____________________
Roger Greenway, 
“A Biblical Framework.”
Pages, 1-30



“Antioch: A Biblical Model.”
Pages, 31-42


“The Ends of the Earth Have Come to Town.”
Pages, 61-96


“Pastoring in the City.”
pages, 246-260
5. Greenway, Roger S. ed.  Discipling the City.  Grand Rapids: 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1992. 
Date Completed:_____________________
Harvie Conn, “Genesis as Urban Prologue.”
Pages, 13-34

Roger Greenway, “Confronting Urban Contexts with the Gospel.”
Pages, 35-48

Raymond J. Bakke, “Profiles of Effective Urban Pastors.”
Pages, 125-136

Harvie Conn, “The Kingdom of God and the City of Man.”
Pages, 247-278

6. Hiebert, Paul G. and Eloise Hiebert Meneses.  Incarnational Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1995.
Date Completed:_____________________
Paul Hiebert, “The Church In Urban Societies.”
Pages, 325-362

7. Park, James H.  Urban Disciples. AIIAS, Philippines.  Self published book.



Date Completed:_____________________
James Park, 
“Mission’s New Frontier.”
Pages, 47-54


“Can Anything Good Come out of the City?”
pages, 55-72


“Walking the Tightrope.”
Pages, 73-80


“From Round Up to Miracle Grow.”
Pages, 81-90


“Our Greatest Challenge.”
Pages, 91-97

8. Schaller, Lyle, ed. Center City Churches.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1993.



Date Completed:_____________________
Lyle Schaller, “Thirty Recurring Themes.”
Pages, 169-187

9. Stark, Rodney. The Rise of Christianity.  San Francisco, CA: Harper Books, 1997.



Date Completed:_____________________
Rodney Stark, “Urban Chaos and Crisis.”
Pages, 147-162
Annotated Bibliography—Books on the Reserve Shelf, AIIAS Library

Banks, Robert. Going to Church in the First Century.  Beaumont TX: Christian Books, 1980.

Robert Banks, now of Fuller Theological Seminary, has been experiencing and writing about house churches for many years.  In this engaging little book, he takes us back to the first century through the eyes of an urban dweller who has been invited to the house of Aquila and Prisca for a Christian meeting.  An excellent window into the urban church of the first century.

Conn, Harvie, ed. Planting and Growing Urban Churches. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 

This book brings together the very best authors on urban mission.  Includes sections on research, strategy and targeting as well as a final section on real world samples how churches were planted.  A book bursting with both theoretical and practical insights. A “must read” for anyone wanting to plant an urban church.

Dybdahl, Jon, ed. Adventist Mission in the 21st Century.  Washington D.C.: Review and Herald, 1999.

At the time of writing, Jon Dybdahl was the chair of the Mission’s department at Andrews University.  A former missionary to Thailand, this book brings together the best mission thinking of the Adventist Church.  There are several very good chapters which can be related to Adventist urban mission and contextualization.

Elliston, Edgar J. and Timothy Kauffman. Developing Leaders for Urban Ministries.  New York, NY: Peter Lang, 1993.

This book provides a very excellent theoretical and practical models for how to train leaders for urban ministry.  At the time of the writing of this book, Eddie Elliston was the Assistant Dean at Fuller Seminary and my mentor for my master’s thesis on urban mission.  A very excellent and solid resource for leadership training.

Flanagan, William G. Contemporary Urban Sociology.  New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1994.

A very academic book which focuses on the various sociological theories which attempt to explain the urban setting.  Rich but difficult reading.  Well worth exploring to get a taste of the discipline.

Greenway, Roger S. and Timothy M. Monsma.  Cities Missions’ New Frontier. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1989.

Roger Greenway is another leading urban missiologists in North America.  Has excellent theological and practical chapters on how to minister to the urban masses.  Very well written and gives a wealth of information.

Greenway, Roger S. ed.  Discipling the City.  Grand Rapids: 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1992.

Like Havie Conn’s edited book above, this volume brings together the very best of urban mission thinking.   Has a wide diversity of articles by top authors including how to minister to children in the city, the lifestyle of urban workers and worship styles in the city.

Hawthorne, Steve and Graham Kendrick.  Prayer Walking: Praying On-Site With Insight. Lake Mark, FL: Creation House,    .

This is a very good book which focuses on walking through an urban area in order to pray and affect spiritual change.  This is an exercise many in the church can get involved in on a Sabbath afternoon without the training needed for direct witnessing.

Hiebert, Paul G. and Eloise Hiebert Meneses.  Incarnational Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1995.

Paul Hiebert is the leading mission anthropologist today.  Has two very excellent chapters on urban societies and the church in urban societies.  By reading these two chapters you will begin to look at the people of the city with a complete new set of eyes.  

Meeks, Wayne.  The First Urban Christians.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1983.

Wayne Meeks is a specialist on early Christianity.  This book gives a very excellent overview of the urban roots of the New Testament church from a detailed and academic point of view.  Often quoted in any literature on the urban context of the New Testament Church.

Park, James H.  Current Issues in Discipleship. AIIAS, Philippines.  Self published book.

These five chapters are a condensed version of a Master’s thesis from Fuller Theological Seminary entitled, Lord of LA: A Framework for Seventh-day Adventist Urban Church Planning in Southern California.  Provides insights on the mission of the church in the city, contextualization and the importance of unity.

The Church in the City. AIIAS, Philippines.  Self published book.

This is an annotated bibliography of the church in the city condensed and organized from several bibliographies.

Disciples in the Urban Context. AIIAS, Philippines.  Self published book.

This booklet attempts to link the practice of discipleship with the urban context.

Schaller, Lyle, ed. Center City Churches.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1993.

Lyle Schaller is one of the leading practitioners of church growth in the United States.  Everything he writes is very practical and excellent.  This is an edited book written by pastors for pastors.  Gives continual insights and encouragement to anyone facing the unique challenges of urban ministry.

Stark, Rodney. The Rise of Christianity.  San Francisco, CA: Harper Books, 1997.

Rodney Stark is not a Christian writer but a sociologist.  In this very well documented and readable book, he traces with positive strokes how Christianity was able to rise in the first century.  Excellent resource material on the urban environment of the first century and how Christians were able to win converts.

Additional Reading Report

Name:


	Author
	Name of Book
	Pages
	Date 

Completed
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Web Log on and Interaction Questions

How to Log In to Online Forum and Course Materials:

1. Go to: 

http://online.aiias.edu
2. Click: the Red “LOGIN” Word

3. Login: Put in your regular AIIAS Username and Password and click Login Button

4. Click:  On the right hand column click on “Urban Ministry and Mission” to enter

	Day
	
	Topic
	Question

	W-07-21
	1
	Introduction to Mission in the City
	Introduce who you are, where you are from and tell the group if you were called to pastor in a large city would your reaction be more like Jonah’s running away from Nineveh or Paul’s eagerness to reach Rome?

	Th-07-22
	2
	Can Anything Good Come out of the City?
	What would be both the positive and negative things about living in a rural or urban area for you and your family?

	F-07-23
	3
	Urban Disciples
	If the Word of God is central to growing disciples in the city, what are some practical ways you could encourage this practice in the city you serve?

	M-07-26
	4
	Growing Spirituality in the City
	Share with the group how you might specifically deal with one or more of the 10 specific areas a pastor needs to safeguard in order to protect his spiritual life.

	T-07-27
	5
	Growing Community in the City
	How do you feel the church can overcome the isolation of people in the cities . . . how can you make the city more like a village?

	W-07-28
	6
	Growing Leadership in the City
	What specific people which either you have mentored or have mentored you and what principles can you draw from that experience?

	Th-07-29
	7
	Fulfilling the Great Commission in the City
	How has your knowledge and application of the Great Commission grown as a result of the presentation?

	F-07-30
	8
	Breaking Down Barriers in the City
	What problems between people of different ethnicities or cultures have you encountered in your ministry?

	M-08-02
	9
	Planting Churches in the City
	Do you feel there are too many or too few churches in the city you serve?  If you were to plant a church in your city, which group would it minister to?

	T-08-03
	10
	Case Studies in City Mission
	What information, motivation or permission would you need in order to study the broader aspect of urban ministry in your conference?

	W-08-04
	11
	Presentations on City Churches
	What were three principles of urban ministry you picked up from the presentations today?

	Th-08-05
	12
	Presentations on City Churches
	What were three principles of urban ministry you picked up from the presentations today?


How to Research and Write a Graduate Paper

1. Choose a Topic

Select a topic that is both relevant to the course and of interest to you and your ministry.  The topic for the paper often emerges as the lectures and reading of the course unfolds.  Although not required, checking your proposed topic with the teacher of the course is advisable and often very helpful as they can guide you to further resources and refinement of the topic.

2. Do the Research

As you do the required and additional reading it is always most important to be on the watch for any solid and interesting material which might be incorporated into the paper.  Carefully underline and mark the text so that good quotations can be found later on in the process.  Make it your aim to read the relevant parts of one book for every two pages of your paper. 

3. Gather the Information

Once your initial reading is done, now go back and gather all the good information by typing it into your word processor or making research cards.  Don’t worry about organization for now.  Be absolutely sure at this point that you have the correct references for all the material you are transferring to the computer or cards.

4. Organize the References

Now organize the references into the different subject areas of the paper.  Ask yourself which references are going to go at the start, middle and end of the paper.  Sometimes you will have to throw out some references because they are not relevant to the paper or covered better by someone else.  Strive for the highest quality references at all times.

5. Do Further Research

At this point you might have to go back to the books or the library to do further research to fill-in the gaps in your research.  Remember that all research is fluid.  You are walking down an unmarked trail and anything can change at anytime as new information is added.  Don’t become discouraged at this point.  See the teacher or come back to the paper after a few days and maybe some new insights will present themselves.

6. Write the Paper

Now write the paper with a good balance of your own thoughts and the thoughts of others.  The paper should reflect how the reading has influenced and grown your thinking on the topic.  

7. Check the Formatting

Before handing the paper in check that it has the correct formatting, spelling and grammar.  Either print out a good, legible copy or send email it to the teacher.  Always keep a copy for your own records.  

Sample Research Paper by Pastor Jim Park

Making  Missionary  Disciples  in  Matthew

During the last two centuries, the Protestant missionary enterprise has often appealed to Matthew’s “Great Commissionxe "Great Commission:Protestants appealed to"” in order to inspire and shape its outreach to people across the globe.  This modern use of the Great Commission to inspire the church in its mission seems in part to reflect why the gospel of Matthew was originally written.
 

Although the Great Commission in Matthew 28:17-20xe "Matthew 28\:17-20"  has been one of the most cited missionary texts in the Bible, it has often been isolated from its immediate context
 from “the gospel of Matthew as a whole”
 and “from the rest of Scripture as well.”xe "Blauw, Johannes"

The Great Commission was not meant to be a mere appendage to the gospel of Matthew but is intimately linked to both the immediate and broader missionary context of the gospel and the rest of Scripture.  It serves as an important index to God’s whole missionary program which began with Abrahamxe "Abraham" and now climaxes with Christ’s command to make disciplesxe "disciples:Christ’s command" of all nations.

Student Evaluation

Name:


	Assignment
	Criteria
	Possible
	Points

	Reading Report
	Did the student hand in the reading reports on time with the form properly completed?
	100
	

	Web Interaction
	Were there two well thought out interactions with the question and other students each day?
	100
	

	Final Presentation
	Did the student participate in a meaningful way during the final presentation?
	100
	

	Urban Ministry Paper
	Did the paper address a relevant topic in the area of urban ministry?

Was their adequate use and depth of sources and did the required and other reading enter into the paper in a meaningful way?

Does the student have a deeper grasp of the issues surrounding urban mission as a result of the lectures and reading?

Was the information made relevant to the student’s own context?

Were the thoughts clearly presented and followed a logical progression?

Was there a creative and informed approach to the problem chosen?

Was the format of the paper clear and consistent with AIIAS guidelines?

Was the paper handed in on time?

Were spelling and grammatical errors kept to a minimum?

How does it compare with the rest of the papers in the class?
	700
	


� Roger S. Greenway and Timothy M. Monsma.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.  1989.


� While it is difficult to understand the total historical environment which guided Matthew to write his gospel, Bosch�xe "Bosch"� states that “Matthew wrote as a Jew to a predominantly Jewish Christian community” in order to motivate them towards “a missionary involvement with its environment” David Bosch, Transforming Mission, (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997), 55. 


� Charles Van Engen, Biblical Foundations of Mission, (California: Pasadena, CA: Fuller Theological Seminary, Unpublished Syllabus, 1996), 117.


� Bosch, 55.


� Johannes Blauw, The Missionary Nature of the Church, (Michigan: Eerdmans, 1962), 85-86.  In contrast to the usual isolation of the Great Commission from its biblical context, Blauw�xe "Blauw"� contends that the Commission expresses the continuity of God’s universal concern with God promised to bless all the nations through Abraham�xe "Abraham"� (Blauw, 19).  Bosch argues that the Great Commission is intimately linked with the rest of the book of Matthew (Bosch, 57) and Michael Wilkins�xe "Wilkins, Michael"� has posited that the entire book of Matthew can be viewed as “a manual�xe "Gospel of Matthew:a manual on discipleship"� on discipleship. Michael Wilkins, The Concept of Disciple in Matthew’s Gospel, (Netherlands, 1988), 162.








